EQUINE DENTISTRY




Why do we care about dental
health?

A Domestication

I Changes in feed and environment affect tooth wear
compared to wild horse

A Dental issues not usually large consideration
when breeding A probably propagates problems

A Start performance horses at young age

ADent al probl ems can aff
longevity/health
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

RECOGNIZING DENTAL PROBLEMS

Horses with dental problems may show
obvious signs such as pain and irritation
or may show no noticeable signs at all
due to the fact that some horses simply
adapt to their discomfort.
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Possible complications of poor
dentition

A Loss of weight

A Behavioral and training problems

A Choke
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Fime For a Checkup ;
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A To float = to make a surface smooth.

A Refers to the removal of sharp points on
t he si des of cheek 1t ¢
down
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More than | ust

ATodayodos dental exam ¢
I Evaluation of health of individual teeth

I Evaluation of how abnormalities may limit jaw
movement

I Correction of such abnormalities

I Correction of potentially painful areas (beyond
just the Apointso)

I Identification and prevention of future
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

Because the horse’s lower jaw is
narrower than its upper jaw and
the horse grinds its feed with a
sideways motion, sharp points
tend to form along the edges.
Points form on the cheek side of
the upper teeth and the tongue
side of the lower teeth.
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Enamel Points




Common Dental Problems

Caudal Hooks



