
EQUINE DENTISTRY



Why do we care about dental 

health?

ÅDomestication 

ïChanges in feed and environment affect tooth wear 

compared to wild horse 

ÅDental issues not usually large consideration 

when breeding Ą probably propagates problems

ÅStart performance horses at young age

ÅDental problems can affect horseôs 

longevity/health





Possible complications of poor 

dentition

ÅLoss of weight

ÅBehavioral and training problems

ÅChoke 

ÅInfections 







What is ñfloatingò?

ÅTo float = to make a surface smooth.

ÅRefers to the removal of sharp points on 

the sides of cheek teeth to ñsmoothò them 

down



More than just floatingé

ÅTodayôs dental exam and care involves

ïEvaluation of health of individual teeth 

ïEvaluation of how abnormalities may limit jaw 

movement

ïCorrection of such abnormalities

ïCorrection of potentially painful areas (beyond 

just the ñpointsò)

ïIdentification and prevention of future 

problems







Enamel Points



Common Dental Problems

Caudal Hooks


