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Equine Welfare and Body
Condition Scores
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http://www.umext.maine.edu/online pubs/htmpubs/1010.htm
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More examples with pictures:


http://www.admani.com/allianceequine/images/bodyconditionscoring/horse body condition score card.pdf
http://www.admani.com/allianceequine/images/bodyconditionscoring/horse body condition score card.pdf
http://www.admani.com/allianceequine/images/bodyconditionscoring/horse body condition score card.pdf
http://www.anslab.iastate.edu/Class/AnS216/Body Condition Score.ppt
http://www.anslab.iastate.edu/Class/AnS216/Body Condition Score.ppt
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Shelter? provides relief to each animal from direct
sunlight, wind, precipitation, bad weather

e Can be natural or man-made

e Should be cleaned regularly and big enough fora horse
lie down in and stand up in

Fencing
e Electric wire or tape
e Wood/vinyl board
e Barbed wire & high tensile? may cause severe injury

e Walk fence lines regularly to check for breaks



Nutrition

Horses are grazers!

e In their natural state, they typically consume their daily
feed over the course of 16-20 hours

A horse not in work on average consumes ~2% of its
body weight daily in hay/grass/grain. This
requirement increases with:

e Extreme cold weather

e Exercise/riding/increased activity

e Pregnancy

e Growing/young horses
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Nutrition

Hay? covered separately

Grain? used to supplement the hay and grass when needed
Water

e Daily requirements range from 5-20 gallons. Will change
with:
« Ailr temperature
« Humidity
» Body weight
» Level of activity
« Overall health

« Pregnancy, lactating, growing
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Disease prevention & treatment

Parasite Control

e Regular fecal samples may help determine if you have a
worm problem on your farm

e Remove manure regularly from paddocks and fields
e Set a schedule and follow it

 Ask your regular veterinarian if the schedule is appropriate for
your horse(s) and farm



Disease prevention & treatment

Vaccination

e At minimum, the AAEP recommends Rabies, EWT, and
WNV yearly

e Other vaccines depend on the number of horses, their
ages, their activities, their travel, and their environment
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Dentistry
VERY IMPORTANT!

Should at least check yearly by a veterinarian
More information covered separately
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Feet

Most adult horses require a trim approximately every
6-8 weeks.
Not every horse needs shoes

THIS IS BEST DISCUSSED BETWEEN YOU AND
YOUR FARRIER AND YOUR VETERINARIAN!



