
Laminitis

Â Inflammation of the lamina

Â Laminae = Finger-like structures that connect the 

coffin bone to the hoof capsule

Normal Rotated due to laminitis



Founder

detachment of P3 
from the hoof wall, 
resulting in rotation of 
the bone towards the 
sole of the foot

Sinker

detachment off P3 
from the hoof wall, 
resulting in the vertical 
dropping of the bone in 
the hoof



There are manycausesé
ÂDietary

Â Lush pasture (ñgrass founderò), grain overload

ÂMetabolic
Â High fever, Potomac Horse Fever, severe diarrhea, 
retained placenta, toxins, Cushingôs disease,  Equine 
Metabolic Syndrome

ÂTraumatic (ñroad founderò)

ÂOther
Â Support limb

Â Drug reactions (steroids)



Symptoms

Â ñFounder Stanceò

Â Front feet extended in front 
of body & hind feet tucked 
under body

Â Hoof warmth

Â ÜDigital Pulses

Â Stiff, hesitant gait 
Â Can occur in one or all 

feet

Â Most common is both

front feet


